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Abstract

Thanks to concerted efforts by the government and the people, the incidence of
occupational accidents in Taiwan has fallen in recent years; compared with Britain, the
United States, and other advanced countries, however, there is still room for further
improvement. In view of the government’s limited inspection manpower and the
development of the technological and industrial structure, the establishment of a systematic
accident prevention model and a more effective inspection system is an inevitable trend. The
main objective of this study was to create an inspection practices reference manual for use
by inspection bodies.

For this study we collected inspection manuals from the UK and the US and referred to
their contents, interviewed inspection units and experts to gain an understanding of
inspection practices, established a framework for an occupational safety and health
inspection manual, and finally invited senior inspectors to compile a draft manual and a
handbook of 10 inspection procedures. A questionnaire on the technical requirements of
inspectors was developed to query the needs inspectors in northern, central, and southern
Taiwan regarding extent of demand for inspection technology for 120 highly hazardous
occupations or tasks. The survey found that in the manufacturing sector, the average demand
for job safety inspection technology in all three regions approached the moderate to high
level. In the construction industry, the demand for inspection technology was lower than
moderate only for reinforced concrete, road work, and renovation work. In the general
industry sector, the demand for safety inspection technology was at the moderate or high
level.

Based on the results of this study, we recommended the establishment of a
comprehensive inspection information system to provide inspectors with online data on
enterprises and on the execution of inspections. We also recommend the step-by-step
establishment of inspection procedure and standards manuals to meet the needs of

inspectors.

Key words: Occupational safety and health inspection, inspection manual, inspection

procedures handbook
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